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i '_3.'_._Representatwe Stephen J Freese

" 'Room 115 West
- State Capitol -~
. P0O.Box 8952
S _Machson 53708

e DATE May 18th 2006

" Chair - Campalgils and Electzons Comzﬁatﬁee SRR

S A 0 \Jhd:rman Stepherz Fl eese and tne Campa}gns ana ﬂiecnons Commrttee
- "_'_SE}BJEC‘T Heanng on AB 626

. not sure 1f or just how I should respond to thzs {Zommlttee S act to throw b;ll 626 on the
o hearmg heap as an aﬁer—sesszon aﬁer»thought R AN .

o Obwously, Mr Chatrmaﬂ you were not thmkmg of me and my request to y()ur ofﬁce to gwe

e AB626a faJr and timely heamlg

L I am Sorry, and you may hear n in my demeaﬂor and voice, but my travel from Mﬂwaukee today

“is and act of éesperatzcm Can you apprema’fe how your apparent subversion of the Clean Eleci;on S :3_ R -

" ‘and Ethics Reform bills AB 626 and SB 1 spawn a cynicism and dash to bits ihe ‘hopes that I and R

S $O many caring citizens had for some ehange seme hght jusi some act 1‘0 gwe us falth :that
i democracy can rise in ﬁ’HS buiidmg‘? SRR o R

R -When the cloud of corruptxon i8 most dark and heav}’ in these hall }0u had xhe Opportumty in: i e i G |
oo your hand to Lift it and SO- hft the hopes Of the Peep}e who seek a Qovemmant that 15 vetermowned'- SR
PR = .not doneruowned I . e . D E

G '-I W‘iﬁ cmmnue to work thh the Wzsccnsm Peoples Legzsiatwe and resast the *nessage yau are PR

S seihng to us - 10 Just stay home why bother it doesnt matter

S Sincerely,

' RobSteinhofer

EEEE -_'-__":.We mil be back next sessmn to remtmduce a.nd ge’i a fan* vote on AB 626 a SB 1 What else can L
-'j_'..'_Ido”itistheRIGHTthmgde o R R St : SR

o W;ii you Mr Chaman 3f AB 626 18 remtmduced nexi sessmﬁ in 3ts cz;rram ferm recommend '

. passage of AB 626 out of your Committee for. avote by the Assembiv 7 3* not, piease respend w e
-_"me w1th yourspecaﬁc Ob_]ect;ons foAB&é‘? R B O ARLERES R

‘3460 N. Pierce St. '

. Milwaukee, WI 53212 -



AB 626 Pubhc Hearmg
‘\day ES 2066 o

: - wou]d E;ke to thank Rep Mark Pccan for mtmducmﬂ the Pubhc Fmancmg B111 626 and for | Ba
Bt forcmo the pubhc vote on’ ‘the: Ethics Reform Bill SB1. We appremate \,ery much knowmc the:ﬁ S

i . names: 0% those who biocked the vote on ih;s verv 1mp0r§ant lecislat1on i

_I beheve most peopie mitially et mto poiﬁzcs because they wam to serve the pubhc make a -
~difference and do the right thing - That statement ‘probably sounds Very naive today That's

' '-"."fbecause we long for the days when Wisconsin was known for its clean politics, and when'we .~ 0o

~“heapéd our scorn on the' state 10 our southern border - We could St111 feel proud through the -

Jo\;emorshxps of Tony Earl ancf Lee Dfeyﬁxss but foﬁowmg those days the climate began to: . L
o change with the mfumoa of bigj money into the poimcal arena and 1ts harmfui 1mpact has been I
' -"_'::_..':_buiidmg every year smce Lo R : : SRRy

S '.:Z-IWe ve recenﬂy seen blgj money s carmptmo mﬂuence through pay to play and the. caucus -
e _'.Scanda s'with five 1eg:siat0rs and some of thelr staffs convicted of senous crimes. Thev &ll fell into

“the trap of i 1gn0rmé s the people’s. business because theu‘ top pr;om]es were gettmgD alegup onthe f'

- other party securing thelr Jobs, mcreasm0 ‘their power “and raising more campaign cash: And, if -

' that weren’t enough, we've seen a major increase in ‘bitter part;sansth and d;wswe 1eélslat10n
B "mtmduceci to mﬂame the cuiture wars for p(}lmca Cram : x SR LI

g _'-Sure i g,me my $2> or: SSO When I can afford ittoa candldate 1 supporﬁ but how can [ compe’ie i

- with special interest PACS cor;)ora‘ﬁons and wedithy 1nd1v1dua s who tangive in ihe hundreds of S

i thousands. They obviously wouldn't be doing this unless they expected a huge return on their’ el

"'jn\;estment in favosabie legislation What the. average voter gets is higher prices for: gooés and

. services, higher taxes, poor healthcare and underfunded educatlon Pnorsises for the cemmon

R mod are §eﬁ on. tlﬂe %otiom of the heap' '

: : AB 626 is mode ed after the System of pubhc ﬁmaﬂcmcT that Mame and Ar1zona have enjoyed for S o
- years. We reaily don’t have to reinvent the wheel here Pohtu::ai candidates and incumbents alike

- appreciate not havmg to devote most of their time to raising cash and the voters like it because it

i jlevelb the playmg field, allows for a greater diversity of candzdates to run, and those candidates .o
o arenot beholdm& to the specmi mterests They truiy have voter—ewned eiectmns and ‘{his system B
'.-_.'_.meets the iecahty tes*: : 5 SRR i S

The ever- esca]atmgg amount of money polmmans thmk they must raise to sta} competltwe elthez S

_' “-through the front door or the back door, is a serious threat to our democracy Milwaukee D. A
- E. Michael Mc Cann calls this the “giant washmg machine”, More and more power is put in the

& '-'_-'hands of fewer and fewer peopie Our state pow patterns itself after Washmgton s K Street, w;th e

. moreand more Eobbyists and where the most campaign money is dekved out to those who are m

' _"-_lock step w;th the party hnemcommoniy knowr; as the T{)m De ay eﬁ‘ect S

i 'Vo%ers across the State : are fed up We are tlred of lawmakers arrogance and dlsrespect for us, A P

: ri_recent St Norbert Coiiege poll reve&ieci that oniy 6% of state voters fei‘ﬁ that thexr representatwes B : i



S Lo m;%v represent them Those poisimans Who wwh to perpetuate the blg washmgz, machme do soat
~their own peril as more and’ more grassroots g,roups and the medta are now paymg, attenmon to o

' ..who votes for Ieform zmd who votes for the status quo

i f-l’ln reahty, Ehe state caucus bcandai 15 smaﬂ pmatoes compared 1o Our system of “Eeﬂaiszed bnbery .

o '&s so aptly put by Senators Russ Femg_.}old and John Mc Cain. The people of Wisconsin‘are cry mw"'- g

| Sk Cfor reform: We' need tofi nd another Flghimg B@b La F{)iette Lei s g,et AB 026 pasbed in the
PR -next iegasmtwe sessmn? S A R TR

Lo ':"_Jerry Fredﬁckson

80168 60" St
. Franklin, W1 531 32 9259

U 414-421:0466 0
I blkehead@execm com
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. hank you iar ImldmU thls i}ﬁ&r;t}g 'md prov;dmﬁ tius oppor‘mnm to mmmeu{ mdd) I or at lt,dsi
U ten years, Ldi}lpdig:,ﬁ imcmu, !‘Lfot m lzas bean a praor:tv 5“01&14{:\ ¢ l\%iiﬁ uf ths W;swmm Sim a
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Wt, deplere im wltapse ofWasu)nsm & campawn hmnw svstem W laich was oncea mﬂdd fox ihc
U nation. Our 15.000 members siatemde realize the um‘oxtundte mﬂuc nce money can imx on '
puhi}c poilw i‘ or all the things we care about, llke the'air we bre nhe aﬁd the heaith of our
< ¢hitdren; we Tace the xzdznuh}usix difficult pi‘oiﬁﬁw oi working with pub ic ufhua!s whose.
_.'.:_L‘ma;)dw:}s have bucn financed by the spu.zai zm{,mstb who work against us.” Qur priority is b:# _
Pd:iimu n,’roxm to ruwm miwntv Io our Lku{;om and brmu u%lzuss bm,i\ mio tiza dcmouam L

: -'_W_e e?\pait sublic officials 1o be dedicated to the long-term best interests of the state and the =
Conation,” We seek a shift in political power iowd; d voters and mluzm,us and away hom uz&iﬂ
o _*:L‘lf ?undc.d mndrdateb an(i Li; ge L{)IIEI zbutors sed\mv poi;{mal Ln or's. : " -

.V\/ be%nmc in ti"xL ?Lm er Q? voters mfo:med b\ pﬁbi:L mkmst lobbww : \5« ew &nt L.Ilﬂdi(i&tub W ho"
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'.px ebluns and so]utmns relw;mi m ¥ mu% : - O i

-..’V'lnn%.y' 'h&%' bz.co'mc fc&e 'imi)o'rt&n't'in t[m'cahducib “elections. We neéd to reduce Ui costs of

' clections And reduce the amount 'of time cant lidates feel they must spend Soliciting ummbnimm
CoWe'can lmpm\n ithe qmlm of candidates fo: mbfn, Offlt.t_‘ by reducing the role of mom\ i '

a,k,dmns S0 ihf,\ can: bcitcr serve Ihcu wustltuuzts <1mi the piiblih mtuul ' SR,

. ':\B {3"(} Ihc ( Ldﬂ iiulsons ¥ iil]d fﬂl statc uh‘lus dddlusts ihcxc 15511&: ._;‘\8 {}76 15 mudc%ud cm...'_' S
: ._Sn(,m,ss!uf campaign finance reform sy \mm in place in Arizona and M: aine and recently Adoptud -
in Connecticut. - 11 provides a \mhiman system-of full pubhc, t;zndmﬂ for udﬁ(‘h(jdtt% establishing:
. bonas fide support nstiim ihur district AR BI6 mdtidm %}Cﬂdl&” Hmits, self- u)!mibuiion inn ﬁs B
and disincentives for excessive spending. imiluwcrx may receive matching funds toensure :
- fairness against traditionally fundu mndidgtcs P:m ESIL)H.‘: dml mzh md ;‘)ulduat t;\pc;zd;tuu,s m'.'_-_- o
opp mﬂixw 1o vand sdat 5 vr in :,up; m* *hcn opponcm : SN : : L
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Cowith 21 other advocacy ﬂroups 1o urge Governor Dovleto call a special legisiative session to act
-on b:pamsan ethics reform legislation,” Senate Bill 1. Vw, mgpc this wmmn‘zcc to’ wp port AB (ﬂ(w
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